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might lay her hand on it for me to kiss, I tried to take
her fingers between mine to enable me to kiss the back
of her hand. The Queen instantly withdrew her hand
and gave mine a little smack, not a pat, but a genuine,
angry little smack. I wonder if anyone else, other than
the Royal children, ever got smacked by beloved Queen
Victoria; God bless her!

Owing to mistakes at the investitures I have been
through the process of knighthood no less than four
times, which is, I understand, quite irregular. Once a
knight always a knight, I believe, and the dubbing with
a sword (I think that is the correct term) should only
occur once. I never felt quite comfortable during the
ceremony, and have on each occasion experienced an
almost irresistible inclination to cry out: "Mind my
ear!"

There is, perhaps, distinction in being the sole
Finance member of the Supreme Council of India,
living or dead, who has not received the K.CS.L;
but there are only two orders I really covet, the Order
of Chastity and the Order of the Striped Tiger. I have
qualified for both.